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On 29 August 1983, an adult ribbon seal (Phocufusciutu) was a contributing factor. The observed ribbon seal may have 
seen by one of  us (EIB)  resting  on  ice in the  western  Beaufort  drifted  north  and  east  with  the  ice  from  the  Chukchi  Sea  during 
Sea (71”41’N,  152’41’”; Fig. 11, during the course of an the summer. To our knowledge, this report constitutes the 
.aerial  survey.  The  seal  did  not  move  from  the ice when  over- 
flown  at 200 m, and  was  positively  identified by its  distinctive 
pelage. 
Ribbon  seals are commonly  found  along  the  ice  front  in  the 
Bering Sea in winter and early spring, then disperse in late 
spring as the  sea  ice  breaks up and  presumably  become  solitary 
and pelagic with poorly known distribution in the summer 
(Wilke, 1954; Naito and Konno, 1979; Burns, 1970,  1981; 
Stewart and Everett, 1983). Ribbon seals are rarely seen or 
taken by Eskimo hunters from coastal villages north of the 
Bering  Strait, and sightings at Wainwright  and  Point  Barrow 
in the northern Chukchi Sea have been described as “most 
unusual” (Bums, 1981). Extreme northerly sightings of rib- 
bon  seals  have  been  made  in  the  central  and  western  Chukchi 
Sea (F. Fay, pers. comm. 1984). Bums (1981) reported that 
extreme  ribbon  seal  dispersal  at  the  southern  edge  of  their  ef- 
fective range is associated with unusual ice conditions. In 
years  of  extensive  ice  in  the  Bering  and  Okhotsk Sea, seals are 
found  further  south  than  they  normally  occur.  Although  condi- 
tions  influencing  the  dispersal  of  the  observed  ribbon seal are 
uncertain, heavy  ice  conditions  reported  in  the  northern 
Chukchi and western Beaufort seas throughout summer and 
early  autumn  in 1983 (Ljungblad et al, 1984) could  have  been 
northeasternmost  record  of  a  ribbon seal. 
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FIG. I .  Approximate  location of ribbon seal (Phocafosciata) seen 29 August 
1983 and currently postulated species range  (from  Bums. 1981). 
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